The presence of necrosed bone in the ethmoid region, and the location of the pain, may determine the diagnosis in favor of that cavity. If these signs are wanting, we are left to make a diagnosis between frontal and antral empyema. The location of the pain is here not absolutely reliable, for frontal pain is met with in empyema of the antrum.
We may find redness or tenderness over the frontal sinus, and it is recommended to probe the sinus through its opening in the infundibulum. If this fails the anatomical exits of the sinuses may be taken advantage of for the purpose of diagnosis in the following way: As the frontal and ethmoidal have their openings at their lowest parts, while the antral opening is at its .highest part, it is evident that the two first sinuses are best drained when the -head is in an upright position : but the antrum, when the head is inverted. The patient is therefore directed, after his nostrils have been wiped clear of pus, to put his head between his knees, and if, after a few moments, on assuming the erect position, the nostril is found fall of pus, it has probably come from the antrum. Bosworth, on the other hand, advises making an opening in the alveolar process large enough to admit the little finger and thoroughly exploring the antrum. This certainly seems a most rational method of procedure.?
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